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The downproofness rating system is based on the number of fibers, down clusters, and/or feathers 
that pass through the test pillow during the course of a thirty (30) minute test.  At the end of the test 
the material that escaped is counted and a number grade is assigned (1 through 5). 
 
 
The scale ranges from 1 (significant leakage) to 5 (little or no leakage).  Below is the break down of 
the scale: 
 
 
 

Rating Description 

5 • ≤5 fibers* 
• 1 small feather ( < 1.5 cm) 

4 • 6 - 10 fibers 
• 2 small feathers 

3 • 11 - 20 fibers 
• 3 - 4 small or medium feathers 

2 • 21 - 30 fibers 
• 5 - 7 feathers 

1 • 31+ fibers 
• 8+ feathers 

 
* Fibers must be ≥4 millimeters in length. 
 
 
 
  


